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Frustration resulting in abuse can erupt within families 
when poor economic conditions make it nearly impossible 
for people to find a stable and reliable means of supporting 
themselves and their families. The message here is that eco-
nomic issues in the society must be addressed in order to 
decrease domestic violence.

Macro-Level Analysis.  Studying the largest social 
units in the social world, called macro-level analysis, 
involves looking at entire nations, global forces, and inter-
national social trends. Macro-level analysis is essential to 
our understanding of how larger societal forces and global 
events shape our everyday lives. A natural disaster, such as 

the recent droughts and floods in North America and West 
Africa and massive hurricanes in Central America and the 
Caribbean, may change the foods we can serve at our fam-
ily dinner table because much of what we consume comes 
from other parts of the world. (Figure 1.2 shows some of 
the deadliest natural disasters in 2015.) Likewise, a politi-
cal conflict on the other side of the planet can lead to war, 
which means that a member of your family may be called 
to active duty and sent into harm’s way more than 7,000 
miles from your home. Each member of the family may 
experience individual stress, have trouble concentrating, 
and feel ill with worry. The entire globe has become an 
interdependent social unit. If we are to prosper and thrive 

FIGURE 1.2  Natural Disasters Worldwide in 2015
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